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EDUCATION

Harvard University, Ph.D., East Asian Languages & Civilizations 1999-2008
Harvard University, M.A., Regional Studies—East Asia 1997-1999
Dartmouth College, B.A., English Literature, with honors 1991-1995

PROFESSIONAL



Shiamin Kwa and Wilt Idema. Mulan: Five Versions of the Classic Chinese Legend and Relatec
Indianapolis: Hackett, 2010. Second Printing, 2016.
(Reviewed in: Journal of Folklore Research, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and Africat
Studies, CHINOPERL, Asian Theatre Journal)

In Progress (Scholarly/University Press)

“One of a Kind” (under advance contract with University of Michigan Press)

“Emil Ferris” (monograph in progress, under advance contract with University Press of
Mississippi, ed. Frederick Aldama, Biographix Series)

In Progress (Trade Press)

“The Secret Menu: Appetite, Identity, and Chinese Food” (FSG Books)(represented by
Chase Literary, NF Memoir)

ARTICLES (peer-reviewed journal articles & book chapters)

2023

Shiamin Kwa. “Fill in the Blanks and the Comics of Keiler Roberts or, The Limits of
Reproduction are Also the Possibilities of Reproduction.” The Text and Its (Re)Production. 165-
180. Eds. Annkathrin Sonder, Niklas Frohlich, Bastian Politycki and Dirk Schafer. Editio
Beihefte Series. Berlin: Walter De Gruyter, 2023.

Shiamin Kwa. “Zen Master Yu Has a Cuixiang Dream.” A Topsy-Turvy World. Eds. Wilt Idema,
Wai-yee Li, Stephen West. New York: Columbia University Press, 2023.

Shiamin Kwa. “Life Writing in Comics.” Cambridge Companion to Comics. Chapter 9. 185-203.
Ed. Maaheen Ahmed. Cambridge Companions to Literature Series. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2023.

Shiamin Kwa. “Dead Letters: Hauntology and the Speed of Light in Personal Shopper (Olivier
Assayas, 2016).” Epistolary Entanglements in Film, Media and the Visual Arts. 71-87. Eds. Teri
Higgins and Catherine Fowler. Film Culture in Transition Series. Amsterdam: Amsterdam
University Press, 2023.

2022

Shiamin Kwa. “Tell All the Truth but Tell It Slant: Mo Yan'’s Aesthetics of Indirection.”
Epistemic Injustice and Creative Agency. 198-219. Eds. Sarah Colvin and Stephanie Galasso. |
York: Routledge Press, 2022.
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“The Great Beans’ Leaves Were Fluttering: a Review of Fruit from the Sands: The Silk Roac
Origins of the Foods We Eat by Robert N. Spengler.” China Review International, 25.1 (201
76-80.

“Tian Yuan Tan, Paul Edmondson and Shih-pe Wang, eds. 1616. Shakespeare and Tang
Xianzu's China.” Bulletin for the School of Oriental and Asian Studies, 80.1 (2017): 175-176

“Mixed with All the Hokum and Bally Hooey’: Chinese Food in America.” Feature
Review. From Canton Restaurant to Panda Express: A History of Chinese Food in the Unite
by Haiming Liu. China Review International, 23.1 (2016): 1-9.

“Where I'm Coming From: Ripple on Stagnant Water: a Novel of Sichuan in the Age of Trea
Ports
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ComicsDessin d’enfance et bande debssivégsiteit Ghent and Ghent University
Museum, Ghent, BE
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Conference paper. “The Common Place: Walking and the Sacred in the Work of Kevin
Huizenga.” Comics and Sacred Texts Symposium. Haverford College. May 5-6, 2016.

Conference paper. “A Masked Ball: From Zhaoshi gu’er to 'Eroe Cinese.
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“How One College Helps All Students Gain Digital Skills.” Interview by Beckie Supiano in
The Chronicle of Higher Education. Published October 13, 2019.
https://www.chronicle.com/article/how-one-college-helps-all-students-gain-
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Introductory Level

New and Improved: Adaptations of Stories from Around the World. Emily Balch First-Year
Writing Seminar (ESEM) (2020)

Chinese Civilization (2012)

Pre-modern Chinese Literature (2012)

Introduction to Chinese Literature (2014, 2015)

Introduction to Comparative Literature (2017)

Food and Power: Chinese-American Literature (2018)

Intermediate Level

Methods in East Asian Languages and Cultures (2022, 2023)

Constraints: Narrative and the Graphic Novel (360: Storytelling)(2021)

100 Years of Chinese Fiction (2012, 2014)

Topics in Chinese Film: 5th Generation Directors (2014)

The Films of Wong Karwai (2013, 2016, 2018, 2022)

Food in Translation (360: Food and Communication) (2016)(360: Taste)(2022)
Everything but the Table: Food & Culture in E. Asia (2015)

Reading Dream of the Red Chamber (2018)

Material Culture and Dream of the Red Chamber (w/ M. Wang, History of Art) (2014)
Reading the Graphic Narrative (360: Trauma & Graphic Narratives) (2018)

Advanced Level

Independent Research: Methods in the Humanities (1/2 credit course)(2018, 2019, 2020)
Senior Conference in East Asian Languages and Cultures (2014, 2015, 2017, 2020, 2023)
Senior Methods in Comparative Literature (2018, 2021, 2023)

Readings in Advanced Chinese (2013)

What Happened in the Garden? (2022)

The Garden in Dream of the Red Chamber (2016)

Animals, Vegetables, Minerals: Art & Environment in East Asian Literature and Film (360: Art
and Environment 2017)(2021)(2023)

Clothes, Costumes, Bodies in E. Asia (2013)

Spirits, Saints, Snakes, Swords: Women in East Asian Literature and Film (2013, 2019)
Version Control: Surface and Depth (360: Transplants 2023)

Advanced Readings in the Graphic Narrative (2019)

Graduate Student Teaching & Advising

Yale University, Comparative Literature. Dissertation Committee
Ph.D. Honglan Huang, 15 March 2023.

Center for Cartoon Studies (CCS), White River Junction, Vermont. Guest Lecture
“Regarding Frames: How to Do Surface Reading.” Visiting lecture (pro bono) to first year MA
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University of Pennsylvania, East Asian Languages and Civilizations. Dissertation Workshop
Discussant
Ph.D. Candidate Xiuyuan Mi (adVistar Mair), 26 October 2020.

University of Ghent (Belgium), COMICS Research Project. Writing Workshop Discussant
PhD and PedsbctorbStudents (adviddiaaheen Ahmed), November 14, 2019.

Harvard University. Regional StuHeest Asia M.A. Program
“Regional Studies East Asia: Careers.” October 28, 2015. Invited plenary Speaker.

Interdepartmental Graduate Seminar (GSEM) (w/R. Edmonds, Classics). “Death and Beyond.”
2015.
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Group Trip. Penn Museum. Slow Reading exercise in Asian Art Galleries. TriCo Philly
Engagement Grant. 31 March 2023.

2022

Host._Sarah Becan (artist). 360 Program. 11 November 2022.

Host. Matt Madden (artist). Comparative Literature. 27 October 2022.

Host. Amy Kurzweil (artist). 360 Program. Comics Working Group. 9 September 2022.
Host._Shing Yin Khor (artist). Comparative Literature. 15-19 March 2022.

2021

Host. Ben Passmore (artist). 360 Program. 4 May 2021.

Host. Emil Ferris (artist). 360 Program. 13 April 2021.

Host. Leela Corman (artist). 360 Program. 23 March 2021.

Host. Tillie Walden and Emma Hunsinger (artists, Center for Cartoon Studies). “Working
with Constraints.” 360 Program. 6-11 March 2021.

2019

Host. Hartley Lin (artist). Lecture and Class Visit. Sponsored by 1902 Fund, EALC, and
Comparative Literature. 23-26 April 2019.

Group Trip. Sara Berman's Closet (student day trip). National Museum of American Jewish
History to view traveling installation by Maira Kalman. Students conduct slow looking
exercise. Sponsored by TriCo Philly Program Philadelphia Engagement Grant. 13 April
20109.

Host. Gareth Brookes (artist) “Making is a Way of Thinking.” One week residency including
multiple embroidery workshops, scanning and digital collage workshop, zine making
workshop. Public lecture. Co-sponsored by LITS, English, and Colloquium in Visual
Culture. 8-14 April 2019.

2018

Host. Kenneth Eng (flmmaker) Film Screenings of Kokoyakyu: High School Baseball and My Li
in China. Q&A. Student class workshops. Sponsored by Hurford Center for Arts and
Humanities at Haverford College. 13-15 November 2018.

Host. Karen Thornber (professor, Harvard University) “Global Environmental Crises,
Literature, and Asia.” Lecture. Sponsored by LIASE Grant for Speakers on East Asia and
the Environment. 1 November 2018.

Host._Leta Hong Fincher (author) “The Feminist Awakening in China.” Lecture. Sponsored by
BiCo EALC and BMC Center for Social Sciences. October 23, 2018.

Host. Nadine Knight (assoc2(i)-3/23.64 (i)1(n )10(C)-3()(r)9(av)2(e)1())5 23, 2018.
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Group trip. Franklin Institute. (class trip) Led fieldtrip for students and facultyO OjA2( fi)
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