
           February 2022 

 
 Mary Johnson Osirim 

Bryn Mawr College 

101 North Merion Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA  19010 

(610) 526-5155 (office) 

Email address: mosirim@brynmawr.edu 

 
EDUCATION 

Harvard University Ph.D.   Department of Sociology 1990 

The London School of Economics M.Sc.   Department of Sociology 1977 

     and Political Science 

 

Harvard-Radcliffe A.B., cum laude Department of Social Studies, 1976 "Outstanding Minority Graduate" 

 

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS 

July 2021- Professor of Sociology, Bryn Mawr College. 

present 

 

July 2020- Speci



  2  

January 2004  Social Policy and Faculty Coordinator, The Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship 

Program, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

December, 2002. Promoted to Full Professor at Bryn Mawr College. 

 

September, 2001- Associate Professor of Sociology and Co-
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Member of the Afro-American Studies, International Relations and Women's Studies 

Programs.  Participated in curriculum development and introduced the course "Sociology of 

the World System" into the curriculum of the Sociology Department and the International 

Relations Program.  Assumed duties as an advisor to freshmen, concentrators, and domestic 

exchange students.  Served as an advisor to students writing honors theses and to those 

conducting independent studies. 

 

SUMMERS 1985-1990 

 Instructor of Sociology, The Bryn Mawr-Haverford-Swarthmore Pre-Freshman Summer 

Program. 

 Taught "Introduction to Sociology" (1985-1987) and "Issues of Social Inequality in the 

U.S." (1988-1990).  Advised pre-freshman students in the  

 tri-college community. 
 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

March, 2010    Global Philadelphia:  Immigrant Communities, Old and New, co-edited with Ayumi 

                                       Takenaka. Temple University Press. 

     

April, 2009    Enterprising Women in Urban Zimbabwe:   Gender, Microbusiness and Globalization.  

    Woodrow Wilson Center and Indiana University Presses. 

 

November, 2008            Researching African Women and Gender Studies:  New Social Science Perspectives, 

                                       Special Issue of African and Asian Studies, co-edited with Akosua Adomako Ampofo 

                                       and Josephine Beoku-Betts.   

 

Articles and Chapters  

September, 2021      ñExploring the Quagmire of Violence Against Women:  Feminist Scholarship and Activism in  

                                   Southern Africa,ò in Akosua Adomako Ampofo and Josephine Beoku-Betts, eds. Producing  

                                   Inclusive Feminist Knowledge:  Positionalities and Discourses in the Global South.  Advances    

                                   in Gender Research, Volume 31.  Bingley, UK:  Emerald Publishers. 

 

December, 2018         ñSWS Distinguished Feminist Lecture:  Feminist Political Economy in a Globalized World:  

       African Women Migrants in South Africa and the United States.ò In Gender and Society,  

       Volume 32, Issue 6. 

 

October, 2016             ñNigerians and Nigeria,ò in Charlene Mires, Howard Gillette and Randall Miller, eds.,  

                                    The Encyclopedia of Greater Philadelphia.  http://philadelphiaencyclopedia.org. 

 

September, 2012         ñAfrican Women in the New Diaspora:  Transnationalism and the (Re)Creation of 

                                    Home,ò in John Arthur, Joseph Takougang and Thomas Owusu, eds., Africans in 

                                    Global Migration:  Searching for Promised Lands.   Lanham, MD:  Lexington Books. 

                                    (Reprinted with minor revisions from African and Asian Studies, vol.7, 2008).  

                                     

 October, 2011             ñEnterprising Women in Urban Zimbabwe:  Confronting Crisis in a Globalizing Era,ò in  

                                     Bessie House-Soremekun and Toyin Falola, eds.,Rethinking Economic Development in  

                                     The Context of Globalization, University of Rochester Press. 

 

 June, 2011                  ñTransnationalism and Transformation among African Women in the US:  Change 

                                     Agents Both Locally and Globally,ò in Esther Ngan-ling Chow, Marcia Segal and  

                                     Tan Lin, eds., Advances in Gender Research, Volume 15 .  

 

March, 2010                ñThe New African Diaspora:  Transnationalism and Transformation in  

                                     Philadelphia,ò in Ayumi Takenaka and Mary Johnson Osirim, Global Philadelphia: 

                                     Immigrant Communities:  Old and New.  Temple University Press. 

 

March, 2010                ñIntroduction,ò in Ayumi Takenaka and  Mary Johnson Osirim eds., Global Philadelphia:    
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                                     Immigrant Communities:   Old and New. Temple University Press.   

 

June, 2009                   ñMobilizing for Change Locally and Globally:  African Women as Scholar-Activists 

                                      in Feminist and Gender Studies,ò in Muna Ndulo and Margaret Greico, eds.,  

                                      Power, Gender and Social 

http://www.childjustice.org/html.jounal.htm
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December, 1998 
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May, 1992 "Gender and Entrepreneurship: Issues of Capital and Technology in Nigerian Small Firms," 

in Ahene and Katz, eds., Privatisation and Investment in Sub-Saharan Africa, New York: 

Praeger Publishers, pp.143-156. 

 

November, 1986 "Characteristics of Entrepreneurship in Nigerian Industries That Started Small: Some 

Preliminary Findings from the Lagos Case," in Mekki Mtewa, ed. Perspectives in 

International Development, New Delhi: Allied Publishers, pp.151-171. 

 

Book Reviews 

December, 2011 African Womenôs Movements:  Changing Political Landscapes, by Aili Marie Tripp, Isabel 

Casimiro, Joy Kwesiga and Alice Mungwa in Gender and Society.  

 

December, 2002 African Women and Children: Crisis and Response edited by Apollo Rwomire, in Africa 

Today, Volume 49, Number 1. 

 

December,
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October, 2009         ñEnterprising Women:  Gender, Microbusiness and Globalization in Zimbabwe,ò paper 

           Presented at Main Line School Night, Bryn Mawr, PA.   

 

July, 2009         ñTransnationalism and Transformation Among African Women in the US:  Change-Agents 

           Both Locally and Globally,ò paper presented at the International Conference on ñGender 
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 Orientation talk for Seven Colleges Alumnae Travel to South Africa, New York City, 

 NY.   

 

October, 2007 ñCreatively Coping with Crisis and Globalization:  Zimbabwean Businesswomen in  

 Crocheting and Knitting,ò paper presented at the conference and book launch, Women’s  

 Labor in the Global Economy, African American Studies Department, University of 

 Maryland, College Park.   

 

April, 2007 ñEnterprising Women:  Coping with Economic Crisis and Globalization in  

 Urban Zimbabwe,ò paper presented in the series, ñWomen in the New 

 Global Economy,ò the International Center, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn 
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March, 2002 ñThe State and Violence Against Women in Zimbabwe: NGOôs as Voices of Empowerment 

in Civil Society,ò paper presented at The Carter Lecture Series on ñZimbabwe in 

Transition,ò The African Studies Center, The University of Florida, Gainesville, FL. 

 

February, 2002 ñWomen in Higher Education: The Status and Experiences of African American Women in 

the Classroom,ò Winter Meeting of Sociologists for Women in Society, New Orleans, LA. 

 

April, 2001 "Women, Work and Family in Africa:  A Focus on Nigeria and Zimbabwe," presentation 

for a Title VI Program K-12 Teachers Workshop, "Teaching and Learning about Africa: 

Lessons on Cross-Cultural Understanding," Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  

 

April, 2001 "You Need Double Strength If You Quarrel with an Independent Woman:  NGO's and 

Empowerment for Grassroots Women in Zimbabwe," public lecture as Minority Scholar-in-

Residence, Illinois State University.  Also gave lectures in three classes: in Sociology 341 - 

The Sociology of Sex and Gender - lecture on "Women, Microenterprises and Structural 

Adjustment in Urban Zimbabwe;" in Anthropology 175 - Global Problems - lecture on 

"Characteristics of Successful Entrepreneurship in Urban Southwestern Nigeria;" in 

Political Science 389 - International Diplomacy - lecture on "Development and Structural 

Adjustment in Zimbabwe." 

 

February, 2001 "Working with Women in Zimbabwe: Challenges and Opportunities," Paper presented at 

the Winter Meeting of Sociologists for Women in Society, Phoenix, AZ.
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October, 1998 "Africa and the Western Media (Part I)," Panel Chair, The Sixth Annual African Studies 

Workshop, "Communicating Africa," The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

July, 1998 "Empowerment and Women's Organi
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November, 1995 "Negotiating Identities in an Era of Adjustment: Women Microentrepreneurs in Urban 

Zimbabwe," Paper Presentation, The Eighth Annual Carter Lecture Series Symposium, The 

University of Florida, Gainesville, FL.  

 

October, 1995 "Crossing the Boundaries of Gender, Race and Class" Presentation and Focus Session 

Leader, People United for a Better World: A Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the 

United Nations, Neumann College, Aston, PA. 

 

October, 1995 "The Cost of Doing Business: Urban Women Microentrepreneurs and Adjustment in 

Zimbabwe," Paper Presentation, The African Studies Consortium's Third Annual Workshop, 

The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

September, 1995 "Vehicles for Change and Empowerment: Urban Women's Organizations in Nigeria and 

Zimbabwe," Paper Presentation sponsored by Sociologists for Women in Society, The NGO 

Forum on Women '95, Huairou, China. 

 

September, 1995 "Shaping the Feminist Social Agenda: Global Dialogue Toward Action," Workshop 

Presentation sponsored by Sociologists for Women in Society, The NGO Forum on Women 

'95, Huairou, China. 

 

March, 1995 "Women and Work," Session Moderator, The 65th Annual Meeting of the Eastern 

Sociological Society, Philadelphia, PA.  

 

November, 1994 "Gender Identity, Politics and Economic Restructuring: Female Microentrepreneurs in 

Contemporary Zimbabwe," Guest Lecture, The Africana Studies Program, Villanova 

University. 

  

November, 1994 "Trading in the Midst of Uncertainty:  Market Women, Structural Adjustment and the 

Prospects for Development in Zimbabwe," Paper Presentation, The 37th Annual Meeting of 

The African Studies Association, Toronto, Canada.  

 

August, 1994 "Faculty Women of Color and the Classroom Experience: Issues of Race, Class and Gender 

in the University," Paper Presentation, The 24th Annual Meeting of Sociologists for Women 

in Society, Los Angeles, CA. 

 

April, 1994 "The Dilemmas of Modern Development: Structural Adjustment and Women 

Microentrepreneurs in Nigeria and Zimbabwe," Paper Presentation, The Davies Forum, The 

University of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA. 

 

April, 1994 "Gender and Work in Africa and the Diaspora: The Labor 
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December
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November, 1991 "Starting a Women's Studies Program," Panel Presentation, The Status of Women's Studies in 

Africa, The African Studies Meetings, St. Louis, MO. 

 

November, 1991 "Women, Development and Democracy," Session chair, discussant, International Conference 

on Democracy and Democratiz
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December, 1983 Characteristics of Entrepreneurship in Nigerian Industries That Started Small: Some 

Preliminary Findings from the Lagos Case," paper presented at the 26th Annual Meeting of 

the African Studies Association, Boston, MA. 

 

February, 1982 "Internal Colonies: The Case of South Africa," Afro-American Studies Program, Special 

Lecture for Black History Month, Simmons College. 

 

October, 1981 "The Sociology of Development: How Theoretical Models and Empirical Research Can Affect 

the Quality of Life," p
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 The 
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 March, 2002 Panelist to evaluate applications, The Ford Foundation Predoctoral Fellowships for 

Minorities Program, Washington, DC. 

 

Spring 2002 Member, The Search Committee for a Minority Scholar-in-Residence, The Consortium for 

a Strong Minority Presence at Liberal Arts Colleges, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

Fall-Spring, 2001-2002  
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September, 1989-1990 Departmental Representative to the Undergraduate Council, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

Spring, 1989 Member, Ad-Hoc Faculty Committee on Student Life, Bryn Mawr College 

 

Spring, 1989 Selection Committee, Minority Scholars Program, Bryn Mawr College 

 

September, 1987- Organized Speakers Series and other related activities on Third World 

  May, 1988 Women/Women of Color. 

 

September, 1987- Freshman Advisor, Bryn Mawr College 

  May, 1988 

 

Spring, 1987-1991 Faculty Committee on African Studies, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

Oct-Dec., 1986- Participant, Committee on Culture and Technology.  A study group of selected faculty 

involved in a curriculum development project under a grant from the Alfred P. Sloan 

Foundation.  The aim of the current project is to develop a course on the Philosophy of 

Technology at Bryn Mawr College. 

 

October, 1986- Participant, The Penn Mid-Atlantic Seminar for the Study of Women in  

  May, 1987 Society, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

May, 1986 Member, The Susan B. Anthony Prize Faculty Selection Committee, Bryn Mawr College, 

Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

September, 1985-present Member, Faculty Committee on Feminism and Gender Studies, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

October, 1985-1987 Participant, Pennsylvania area Faculty Study Group on Third World 

 Women and Development, Haverford, PA. 

 

September, 1984- Member, Afro-American Studies Faculty Committee, Williams College, 

     January, 1985 Williamstown, MA. 

 

September, 1978- Resident Tutor and Fellowships' Advisor, 
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February, 2013 ñWhatôs Race Got to Do With It,ò Facilitator for a Discussion in Honor of Black History 

Month sponsored by the NAACP, Local Bryn Mawr College Chapter, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

April, 2012 ñWomen, Gender and Family in Urban Zimbabwe,ò a talk for the minor in Child and 
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June, 2004 ñThe Mellon Mays Undergraduate Fellowship Program:  Its History and Goals,ò 

presentation for the Mellon Summer Program, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  

  

October, 2003 ñThe Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy:  Faculty and Student 

Programs,ò panelist, Bryn Mawr Alumnae Weekend, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, 

PA.  

  

October, 2003 ñGraduate and Professional School Orientation,ò panelist on the Social Sciences, the 

Career Development Office, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.   

 

May, 2003 ñThe Centers for 21st Century Inquiry:  Interdisciplinary Studies and Learning Beyond the 

Classroom,ò panelist, Bryn Mawr Reunion 2003, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  

  

October 2002 ñBuilding Urban and Metropolitan Communities: Engaging the World Beyond Bryn 

Mawr,ò Panel Moderator for Collegeôs Campaign Launch, ñChallenging Women:  

Investing in the Future of Bryn Mawr, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

April, 2002 ñAcademic Journeys at Bryn Mawr: A Research Panel,ò Moderator, Open Campus Days, 

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

 November, 2001 ñSociological Theories in the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations,ò a talk given in the 

praxis class, ñConflict Resolution in Community Settings,ò Bryn Mawr College, Bryn 

Mawr, PA. 

 

October, 2001 ñThe Sociology Department and the Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy 

in the Life of the Undergraduate at Bryn Mawr College,ò Panel Presentation, Preview 

Days, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

March, 2001 "Combining Work and Family as an Academic," Panel Presentation for the Mellon 

Undergraduate Students, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.   

 

November, 2000 "Cultural Diversity in the Curriculum:  Ethnic Studies and the Future of Bryn Mawr," Panel 

Presentation, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA 

 

October, 2000 "Effectively Combining the Roles of Teacher-Scholar in the Liberal Arts College: The 

Bryn Mawr Experience," Panel Presentation for New Faculty, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn 

Mawr, PA. 

 

August, 2000  "Discussing the Divisions," Panel Presentation for Freshman Orientation, Bryn Mawr 

College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  

  

June, 2000 "Faculty of Color in the Academy," Panel Presentation for the Pre-Mellon Fellows Summer 

Program, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

February, 2000 "Feminism at a Crossroads: Black Women Academics in the 21st Century," Panel 

Presentation in response to a lecture by Kimberle Crenshaw, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn 

Mawr, PA.  

 

September, 1999 "Bryn Mawr in Africa and Africa at Bryn Mawr," Panel Presentation, Friends of Canaday 

Library, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.   

 

August, 1999 "Discussing the Divisions," Panel Presentation for Freshman Orientation, Bryn Mawr 
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June, 1998 "Balancing Family Life and the Academy," panel presentation and moderator, The Mellon 

Minority Summer Conference, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

April, 1998 "The Clinton Trip and Teaching and Research on Africa," panel presentation, "Perspectives 

on Bryn Mawr," given for alumnae and sponsored by the Resources and Provost's Offices, 

Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  

 

 February, 1998 "The Establishment of Africana Studies at Bryn Mawr," presentation for The Self-

Government Association, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA.  

  

February, 1998 Black History Month Talk, "Work and Identity Among Women in the English-speaking 

Caribbean and Sub-Saharan Africa," The Sisterhood and The Bryn Mawr African and 

Caribbean Students Organizaton, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

October, 1997 Talk, "Work and the Status of Women in the English-speaking Caribbean and Zimbabwe," 

The Bryn Mawr African and Caribbean Students Organization," Bryn Mawr College, Bryn 

Mawr, PA. 

 

October, 1997 Classroom Presentation, "Travelling as Autobiography and Research," Introduction to 

Literary Study Class, Bryn Mawr College, Bryn Mawr, PA. 

 

April, 1997 Panel Presentation, The Liberal Arts and the Professional Life," as part of the Symposium 

in Honor of Mary Patterson McPherson, "Liberal Education, L
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June, 1994 "Policies for People: Social Issues for the '90's," Panelist for Alumnae College 1994, Cities:  

Urban Spaces and Places, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

April, 1994 Television Interview, "Women, Microentrepreneurship and Development," for the 

documentary, Gender and Justice in the New World Order, Global Vision, The University 

of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA (forthcoming). 

 

February, 1994 "Changing Social Structures:  The Roles and Statuses of Women in Sub-Saharan Africa," 

Panel Presentation, Africa Day, The University of Pennsylvania. 

 

January, 1994 Interview, "Black Women Scholars Seize Chance to Share Notes," at The Conference, 

"Black Women in the Academy: Defending Our Name, 1894-1994," The Boston Globe, 

January 15, 1994. 

 

December, 1993 Radio Interview, "Overcoming the Urban Health Crisis in West Africa:  Hausa Women 

and Development in Northern Nigeria," Voice of America (Interview translated into Hausa 

for transmission). 

 

November, 1993 "Women, Microentrepreneurship and Development in Nigeria and Zimbabwe," 

presentation for the Sociology Department, Purdue University. 

 

November, 1993 "Bryn Mawr in the '90's:  A Faculty Member's View," The Black Alumnae/i Forum, Bryn 

Mawr College. 

 

November, 1993 "The African Heritage in the New World:  A Look at the Puerto Rican and African 

American Experiences," classroom presentation, The Youth Leadership Development 

Program, The Roberto Clemente Middle School, Philadelphia, PA.   

 

October, 1993 "Educating About Difference: Women of Color and the Global Division of Labor," The 

McBride Program, Bryn Mawr College.  

  

October, 1993 

"
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March, 1992 Panelist, "Multiculturalism in the Curriculum," The McBride Program, Bryn Mawr 

College. 

 

March, 1992 "The Status and Roles of Women in Southern Nigeria," guest lecture in Professor Tom 

Jackson's course, African Literature. 

 

January, 1992 Workshop Planner and Facilitator, "The Gatekeeping Function and the Empowerment of 

Women," The Leadership Forum, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

September, 1991 "African-American Women and the Case of Internal Colonialism," Prospective Applicants 

Day Lecture, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

November, 1990 "African-American Male/Female Relationships: Their Current Status," Discussion Leader, 

The Sisterhood, Bryn Mawr College. 

 

February, 1990 "Diversity in the Curriculum: Issues of Race, Gender and Class," panelist, Campuses 
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October, 1981 "The Reagan Administration:  The Social, Economic, Political and International 

Implications of their Policies," panel participant, Parents' Weekend, Simmons College. 

 

September, 1981 "House Affilia
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